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" hunters who had killed buffaloes, leopards, or wild black
swine observed in Agome for nine days the same, or very
similar, ceremonies as are customary at the death of a
woman, in order to prevent the soul of the slain beasts
from avenging itself on them, a custom which is the less
surprising because the mourning customs themselves are
based on the fear of spirits, namely the spirits of the dead.
The natives ascribe to the souls of these dangerous animals
the power of killing the man who shot them, or of so blind-
ing and enchanting him that in the chase he confuses animals
and men and so incurs serious mishaps."l The quaint cere-
monies which these negroes observe for the purpose of
avoiding the imaginary perils have been described by a
German missionary. The leopard and the wild buffalo,
he tells us, are believed to be animated by malignant
souls which not only do the hunter a mischief while
they still occupy the bodies of the living creatures, but
even after death, in their disembodied state, continue to
haunt and plague their slayer, sometimes egging on a
serpent or a leopard to sting or bite him, sometimes blind-
ing him so that he shoots a man for an animal, or cannot
find his way home and goes groping about in the wilder-
ness till he perishes miserably. If a man thus blinded
and crazed should make his way back to the town, he is
banished for life and sold into slavery; his house and planta-
tion are razed to the ground; and his nearest relations
are often given as bail into the hands of strangers. It
is therefore a very serious matter indeed for a hunter to
incur the wrath of a leopard's ghost, and it is quite natural
that he should take all reasonable measures to guard him-
self against so threatening a calamity. Hence as soon as
he has killed a leopard, he hurries back to the town and
brings word of it to thq other men who have slain leopards
on former occasions, and who now assist him with their
advice and experience. The first thing they do is to put a
stalk of grass in his mouth as a sign that he may not speak.
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